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Today, we celebrate the extraordinary Class of 2017. Four years ago you made a
life-changing decision. You chose to embrace the challenges and opportunities of
pioneering a unique venture in global higher education. As the first class of NYU
Shanghai, your boldness, ambition, and vision have become part of the fabric of the
nstitution you have helped to shape.

Now you are poised to create a community of more than 260 NYU Shanghai alumni—
and join a worldwide family of 470,000 NYU alumni. Wherever your journey takes you
next, know that nearby are fellow graduates who like you are engaged, purposeful, and
enlerprising.

To the parents, families, and [riends of the Class of 2017, we offer our warmest thanks
for your part in making this day possible. And to each graduate, we look forward to
celebrating your future suceesses and welcoming you back home to NYU Shanghai
often. Congratulations and our very best wishes.
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NYU Shanghai Class of 2017
Led by

Banner Bearer

Gu Sheng, B.A.

Torch Bearer

Tyler Rhorick, B.A.

NYU Shanghai Faculty

Led by

Chiefl Marshals

Zhang Qiyi, Director of Chinese Language Program
Clay Shirky, Associate Professor

Platform Party

NYU Shanghai Leadership

NYU Leadership

Student Speakers
Distinguished Guests

Welcome by Chancellor and Vice Chancellor

The National Anthem of the People’s Republic of China
The National Anthem of the United States of America

Pronouncement
Joanna Waley-Cohen,
Provost

NYU President’s Message
Andrew Hamilton

Remarks
William R Berkley, Stern ‘66
VYU Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Alumni Welcome
Andree Koo, Stern "g4
President of the NYU Pan-Asia Alumni Association

Student Speakers

Introduced by Charlene Visconti, Dean of Students
Roxanne Roman, B.A.

Zeyu Zhao, B.A.
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NYU Shanghai Chancellors’ Message
Chancellor Yu Lizhong
Vice Chancellor Jeffrey Lehman

Awarding of the Chancellors’ Medal of Honor
Zhou Wen Zhong, Former Chinese Ambassador to the United States
Wang Shi, Founder and Chairman of China Vanke

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees

Conferral of Degrees
Yu Lizhong for NYU Shanghai and Andrew Hamilton for NYU

Ceremony of the Torch
Tyler Rhorick, B.A.

Dylan Crow, Class of 2018

The NYU torch, symbolizing academic purpose and authority, has been an integral
part of the University’s identity since 1911, and a part of its commencement
ceremonies since 1938.

For NYU Shanghai’s inaugural commencement ceremony, members of the Class
of 2017 have collaborated to design a torch, reminiscent of NYU’s own, that
incorporates elements drawn from China’s cultural heritage.

Inspired by the practice in New York by which a senior member of the faculty
passes the torch to the youngest undergraduate degree candidate, a member of
NYU Shanghai’s inaugural graduating class will pass the torch to a member of the
following year.

Closing Song

“NYU Shanghai Alma Mater”

Written and composed by Jeremy IHissong, Renzhong Joyce Tan, and Dianna
Heldman

Performed by the NYU Shanghai Chorale

This song was written to celebrate the unique cross-cultural identity of our
university. We invite you to sing with us—you will find the lyrics inside this

program.

Recessional
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Roxanne Roman

Class of 2017, B.A.

Roxanne Roman, a Social Science major, was named a 2018 Schwarzman Scholar,
an honor that will support her master’s degree studies at Tsinghua University
in Beijing. She served as Shanghai’s first full-term student body president and
founder of the school’s 2013 F'und. A first-generation American and supporter of
women’s political advocacy, Roxanne has worked in the Office of the First Lady at
the White House, the Hillary for America Presidential Campaign, and the Senate
of the Philippines.

Zeyu Zhao

Class of 2017, BA.

Zeyu Zhao (Richard) is a Business and Finance major who will soon begin his
career at ACCESS HHealth International, a nonprofit think tank. He held a two-year
position as the Clubs Committee Chair for NYU Shanghai’s student government
as well as completed internships in Prague and Washington DC, the latter with
[Hakeem Jeffries, a Democratic member of the US [House of Representatives.

Roxanne Roman
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Graduation Attire
THE CAPS, GOWNS AND HOODS worn today by participants in these
commencement exercises follow the tradition of the attire of teachers and students
in the Middle Ages.

Students who have earned the New York University bachelor’s degree wear a violet
gown with semi-stiff yoke, long pleated front, and intricate shirring across the
shoulders and back. On their heads, they wear the traditional square mortarboard
with violet tassel.

Faculty possessing NYU doctoral degrees wear gowns with broad velvet panels
down the front. This velvet trimming may be either black or the color of the field
of learning represented by the degree.

Much of the color and meaning of the costumes worn by holders of doctoral and
master’s degrees is found in the hoods. These are silk-lined with the color or
colors of the institution that conferred the degree.

NYU Shanghai Torch

THE DESIGN OF THE TORCH used in today’s graduation ceremony draws on
mspiration from Chinese culture while remaining true to the original NYU torch
created by Tiffany and Co. in 1g11.

With its lid and facing handles, the Shanghai torch is designed to recall a
traditional Chinese ‘ding’, a ritual bronze vessel used in ancient China and
symbolic of the country’s rich heritage. The character & (ding) also carries a
second meaning in Chinese and is used to evoke greatness, flourishing, and
reaching a peak.

The NYU Shanghai torch is decorated with the Shanghai campus ‘magnolia’ motif
and a geometric Chinese cloud pattern around its rim and base, representing the
heavens and good luck.

Banner

THE NYU SHANGHAI UNIVERSITY BANNER is carried aloft at the head of
the graduate procession by a student representative. Ieaturing NYU Shanghai’s
‘magnolia’ motif on a violet crest surmounted by the university name, the design
is in keeping with the NYU banners carried at graduations in New York and Abu
Dhabi, which feature the respective symbols of each school or campus.

Seal

NYU SHANGHAT GRADUATES receive New York University diplomas bearing
the university seal. The seal is composed of five emblems that embrace the goals
and traditions of NYU. These include the NYU name and founding year; the motto
perstare el praeslare, lo persevere and excel, which underscores the depiction
of classic runners, and, when combined, represents the continued pursuit of
academic excellence; finally, there is the upheld torch of the Lady of the Harbor,
signifying NYU in service to the “metropolis” —New York City.
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Lighting the Pearl Tower
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NYU SHANGHAI HAS PARTNERED with the Oriental Pearl Tower to light the
iconic city landmark violet in honor of the university’s first graduating class. For
two nights in May—on the eve of these inaugural commencement exercises and
after the ceremony—the tower will be illuminated in NYU Shanghai’s colors.
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Built in Pudong opposite the Bund in the 19qos, the Pearl Tower was China’s

u ul!-’l‘ “'l tallest building until 2007 and has become one of its most recognizable buildings.
NOTRER R Its illumination for NYU Shanghai’s first graduation echoes the tradition in New
York to light the Empire State Building violet for NYU students graduating from

. < . ~ N © -
the university’s Washington Square campus.
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Provost’s Award
Presented by the Provost of NYU Shanghai for outstanding accomplishment in
scholarship and service.

Senior Award in Business
Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Business for excellence in business and
noteworthy contributions to the life of the campus.

Senior Award in Arts
Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Arts and Seiences for excellence in Arts and
noteworthy contributions to the life of the campus.

Senior Award in Sciences
Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Arts and Sciences for excellence in Sciences
and noteworthy contributions to the life of the campus.

Senior Award in Engineering and Computer Science

Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Engineering and Computer Science for
excellence in Engineering and Computer Science and noteworthy contributions to
the life of the campus.

In addition to the above awards, NYU Shanghai also recognizes students who have
emerged as exceptional scholars in NYU Shanghai’s highly selective and competitive
academic community with the following honors:

Major Honors
Bestowed to students who complete the designated honors sequence in their major
and maintain a requisite grade point average.

NYU Shanghai Excellence Award

Following the practice in Chinese universities, NYU Shanghai awards honors for
academic excellence known as FIFHZIRKZ=IEFFEEZE in Chinese to the top 20 percent
of graduates based on the cumulative grade point average through seven semesters of
coursework.

Phi Beta Kappa

As part of New York University, NYU Shanghai’s top students who have demonstrated
breadth and depth in their studies of the liberal arts are considered for membership
in NYU's chapter of The Phi Betta Kappa Society, the oldest academic honor society
in the United States.

Latin Honors

Following the practice at NYU's Washington Square campus, NYU Shanghai students
are awarded Latin graduation honors based on the cumulative grade point average
through seven semesters ol coursework:

Summa cum laude (highest honors) is awarded to the top 5 percent of students.
Magna cum laude (high honors) is awarded to the next 10 percent of students.

Cum laude (honors) is awarded to the next 15 percent of students.

New York University Honors

The New York University Honors Scholar award is given to all students who have
maintained a cumulative grade point average of of 3.5 or higher through seven
semesters of coursework.

Global Leadership Certificate
Presented by the Assistant Provost for Academic Affairs for completing the courses,
study away, language, service work, and reflection paper required for the certificate.
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WE HAVE COME to stand together, soon
we'll part our separate ways,

But we leave behind a Ioga(jv lo Iight another's way.

We will build on our foundation, cross the
mountains and the seas,

Giving rise to strength in unity for all the
world to see,

Giving rise to strength in unity for all the

world to see.

We are Shanghai, we re the city of lights.

We are Shanghai, and the future is bright.
We're chasing horizons, dispel the dark give
rise to

Brightness and love lor all lands.

The world is not too ])ig for us to be friends.

Written and composed by Jeremy Hissong,

Renzhong Joyce Tan, and Dianna Heldman

Jeremy Hissongs A, Dianna Heldman YERVER
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We are Shanghai, we're the city of lights.
We are Shanghai, and the future is bright.
We're chasing horizons, dispel the dark give
rise to

Brightness and love for all lands.

The world is not too big for us to live...

We've opened up our minds, we're reaching
for the skies.

We're united together, we breathe as one.
Bridging our nations, the best is yet to

conie.

‘ NYU Shanghai Alma Mater
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We are Shanghai, we're the city of lights.
We are Shanghai, and the future is bright.

The future's in Shanghai, Xk i i ¥
We are Shanghai, F—¥5fifHiG#

We're chasing horizons, dispel the dark
give rise 1o

Brightness and love for all lands.

Wit A ELTE, AR HIREC AT
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The world is not too big,

For all of us to sing.

The world is not too big for us
To live with open minds,

To live with open hearts,

We 're reaching for the sky,
We are Shanghai

NYU Shanghai Alma Mater
AR PNES 1o ¢
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Welcome, NYU Shanghai Class of 2017! #ForeverViolet

As we celebrate NYU Shanghai's inaugural commencement, we are excited to
welcome you to the NYU alumni family—a community of nearly half-a-million
alumni living and working around the world! Your NYU experience will not end
when you receive your diploma. You have a lifelong connection to NYU. and we
will stay in touch as you navigate the exciting opportunities and challenges that lie
ahead.

As you transition from student to alumnus/a, we encourage you to visit nyualumni.
com/new-grads Lo discover your exclusive alumni benefits, and learn how you can
stay connected to NYU. Make sure you update your contact details to receive your
alumni benefits card, invitations to events, the NYU Alumni Magazine, and stay
up-lo-date on the latest social and career opportunilties.

We are proud to have you join the distinguished body of alumni who make NYU

the vibrant global institution it is today, and welcome your involvement as an
active alumnus/a. Congratulations and welcome to the NYU Alumni Association!

In NYU spirit, perstare et praestare,

B

Brian Perillo
Associate Vice President of Alumni Relations
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The NYU Shanghai Class of 2017
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Jose Antonio Cabrera Sanchez

Amataverna Richeliene Lee

Gina L. Leipertz

Yuqgian Gong 5 KfH

Jie Lu &5

Ann ¥ Yang

Shiqing Hua #8135
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Tin B Luu Yihan Lyu &

Katarzyna Olszewska Alexandra Opanasels Yuxin Tong R

Elizabeth M Wilson Luke Xia H&5 Yu Zhou &3

Kiril G Bolotnikov Kylee M Borger Qingyang Cai 24754

1

Veronica L. Hernandez Hunter Mae Jarvis Kristen Lynn Kuenzli

Michael A Margaritoff Ivan Marks Enrique M Menendez

Dana C Meyers Luke E Noel Anna Lee Perez

Kasey E Seery Tianyi Zhao BAR—



Sydney Bender Emily Bischoff

Xi Chen 45

Madeline P Farquharson

Fikret Halilov Megan C Hou

Yiran Jin  &0RR

Hannah I¥ Johnstone

Yiren Ruan  BuE A Claire Anna Schapira lan J Soder

Cynthia Lauren Sun Natalie M Todd Cato Isabelle van Schaik

I have big dreams, and hope that
little by little I can get to them.

Thank you everybody for making
this journey a lantastic one.
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- José Antonio Cabrera Sanchez ‘17
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Mark A West Xiran Yang %%

Ravneet Dehal Louise A Draper Alhan Fakhr

Roxanne Roman Shayla Schlossenberg Stephanie Ulan

Ziqing Chen  BREER Noel Konagai

Xiaoyue Gong /A .

Yi Xu &

Mengyan Dong vy

Haibo Li 27k

Hong Zhang
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Jiachen Gong  FHER

Zikai Liu X714

Jiaming Xia HERE

Jianing Zhao BKT
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At NYU Shanghai I was
encouraged to learn about foreign
cultures and the lives of my
international friends while sharing
my own culture with them. It felt
like a new world of thought was
being opened to me.
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- Shuang Hu K <17

Juan Carlos Gomez Carrera

Kuan Shen Jk&%%
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Paul Maxwell Bork Guillermo Ignacio Carrasquero Nicole A Chan
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Michael Chang Baaria Ahmad Chaudhary Zijie Chen  BR¥-2%
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Saphya M Counecil Lewei Huang 85 5RH . Niaolei Huang B8
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Naomi Y Losman Yan Miao 25 Ellina R Nurmukhametova

Kevin Q Pham Rewant Prakash Ferwa Razzaq

Tyler P Rhorick Nicholas Andrew Sanchez

David Saludades Santiano Dyadra D Saulsberry Anna Schmidt

Jingyi Sun PG Aimee K Terrell Maggie Marie Walsh

}

Marjorie Wang Zhang Zhan &35

Reida A Akam Qinrui Chen BRIDES Christina S Erwin

Niangei Li Zs [k Yuan Liu X%



Michael L. Lukiman Musa Inayat Malik

Marissa Moreno Ronak Uday Trivedi Yuyue Wang  EF3]

Yayuan Yan  [ENEG Xiang Zhou JA#E Hao Zhu kK5

Lu Pang g% Jinyu Zhu  RAF

66

1E_EHFAH AR F LA IR AR, B2 K
2 7 HIEREIAE, BeFe izl 1 AIRA
IRFE WA, HAEFE T fE, A
HHEC, THHC.

The biggest reward of my education at
NYU Shanghai was finally finding out
what my truest interests are, switching
directions into a ftield I really want to
pursue and getting to know more about
myself while doing it all.

- Zeyu Zhao B FET ‘17 ,’
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Kevin Kolawale Akinfolarin
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NYU Shanghai completely
changed who I was. I went from
this kid in high school who
didn’t want to talk to anybody to
being someone who wasn’t afraid
to put herself out there, try new
things, experience who she was
and figure all of that out.

- Ravneet Dehal ‘17 , ’
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This has been the best four
vears of my life. They say that
if everything goes according
to your plan, you could never

exceed your expectations. NYU

Shanghai absolutely exceeded
my expectations. Every day was
a new challenge, experience or
opportunity. The people I've
met here and the friendships
I’'ve made will last a lifetime and
NYU Shanghai will always have a

special place in my heart.
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