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With an enrollment of 1,600 students and a distinguished international 

faculty of 200, NYU Shanghai exemplifies the highest ideals of 

contemporary higher education. At the undergraduate and postgraduate 

level, NYU Shanghai’s programs prepare students to be creative and 

culturally adept leaders with global vision.

 

NYU Shanghai was founded in 2012 through a unique partnership 

between New York University and East China Normal University with the 

decisive support of the city of Shanghai and the Pudong District in which 

it resides. NYU Shanghai pioneers innovative curricula and stimulates a 

culture of creativity at the forefront of a new breed of global institutions 

of higher education.

 

The NYU Shanghai student body - half of whom are from China and half 

from the United States and over 70 other countries - pursues studies 

in 19 different majors in the arts and sciences, business and finance, 

engineering and computer science.  Located in the Lujiazui area of 

Pudong, NYU Shanghai thrives at the heart of the social, economic, and 

cultural life of one of the world’s greatest cities.

200 1600

70

19

NYU Shanghai is the first Sino-US joint 
research university in China. Established 
through the collaborative efforts of East 
China Normal University and New York 
University, it is one of the three degree-
granting campuses within NYU’s global 
network.
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ABOUT THE CLASS 
OF 2017
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This report includes NYU Shanghai graduates from 
May 1, 2017 through August 31, 2017. Figures in 
this report are based on the 95% of graduates for 
which the university has reasonable and verifiable 
information about their post-graduation activities, 
including information gathered from survey 
responses as well as other research from external 
sources. Statistics are rounded to the nearest whole 
number; therefore, totals do not always equal 100%.

 

Non-Chinese Graduates Remaining in China

are working are studying

811

19

studying in transition working

56% 38% 6%
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Home Country: United States

Major: Humanities

Destination: Fulbright Scholarship 

Assignment

Post Graduation Location: Malaysia

Hannah Johnstone

Hannah Johnstone is the University’s first Fulbright 
Scholar and will soon embark on a 10-month 
fellowship as an English teacher for high school 
students in Malaysia.

As an undergraduate, Hannah taught English to 
immigrants and low income families at University 
Settlement House of New York City and to high 

One 

Heart Source

Teach for America

10

school students at One Heart Source in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. 

Committed to bringing high quality education to 
marginalized  populations, Hannah worked as a third 
grade teacher with Teach for America before starting 
her Fulbright Fellowship.

“I have always believed in challenging the 
misconceptions and flawed ideas surrounding 
the idea of ‘foreign’, a problematic word 
in and of itself, by pushing myself to have 
uncomfortable experiences, form relationships 
and partake in discussions to better 
understand that which is not familiar to me.”
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“我一直坚信，人需要跳出舒适区，结识不同的
人，参与各种讨论，更好地理解不熟悉的事物，
这样才能挑战对‘外国的’这一概念的各种误解。
而‘外国的’这个词本身，就是有问题的。”
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Zeyu Zhao

Home Country: China

Major: Business & Finance

Destination: ACCESS Health International

Post Graduation Location: Shanghai, China

“The biggest reward of my education at 
NYU Shanghai was finally finding out 
what my truest interests are, switching 
directions into a field I really want to 
pursue and getting to know more about 
myself while doing it all.”
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2017

John Sexton

2015

Hakeem Jeffries

Zeyu Zhao became interested in public policy and 
law during a sophomore seminar, The Relationship 
between Government and Religion, taught by 
former NYU President John Sexton. 

During his junior year,  Zeyu took law courses in 
Prague and then studied in Washington DC where 
he interned for US Congressman Hakeem Jeffries. 
Back in Shanghai during his senior year, he secured 

an internship at Access Health, an international 
health policy think tank where he is now employed 
as a health policy analyst.

An active undergraduate, Zeyu served as student 
government representative and resident assistant. 
These experiences exposed him to innovative and 
inclusive approaches to conflict resolution.  Zeyu 
plans to study law in the future.

“在上海纽约大学读书的最大收获，就是寻找
到真正的兴趣，走上想要踏上的那条路，并在
实践之中更加了解自己。”



ACADEMICS 
AT NYU SHANGHAI
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Yi Xu

Home Country: China

Major: Honors Mathematics

Destination: Carnegie Mellon, Master of 

Computational Data Science

Post Graduation Location: Pittsburgh, 

United States
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“During class, 
we work with 
teachers and 

students from 
different cultural 

backgrounds to 
discuss Kant, 

Confucius, the 
human condition, 

family matters, 
economic issues, 

and topics related 
to women's rights 

movements.”

 “在课堂上，我们和
来自不同文化背景的
师生一起讨论康德与
孔子、人之本性、家
庭关系、经济话题、
女权主义等话题。”
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 14

Number of NYU Locations that Hosted 
NYU Shanghai Students 
2017
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Che Wang

Home Country: China

Major: Computer Science

Destination: NYU, Tandon School of Engineering

Post Graduation Location: New York, USA

“Going to NYU Shanghai 
makes you creative.”
“在上海纽约大学，
激发你的创造力。”

15

99%
Percent of Graduates who Spent At Least 
One Semester Away from Shanghai
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Ziqing Chen

Home Country: China

Major: Self-Designed Honors Major in Gender Politics

Destination: Graduate Institute of International and 

Development Studies, International Development

Post Graduation Location: Geneva, Switzerland
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“Taking time to understand a culture 
is just as consuming as working a 
full-time job. In Paris, I read French 
literature on the metro, followed the 
Syrian immigration issue in the news 
and in anthropology class, and made 
my best attempt to speak French 
with the locals.”

“花时间去学习了解一种文化所需的精
力，不亚于一份全职工作。在巴黎进行
海外学习时，我利用搭乘地铁的间隙阅
读法国文学，紧追新闻中关于叙利亚移
民的问题，学习人类学课程，尽最大努
力和当地人讲法语。”
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Lathika Mouli

Home Country: India

Major: Electrical & Systems Engineering

Destination: Energo Labs, Project Specialist

Post Graduation Location: Shanghai, China

“Integrating with people from 
different communities and 
understanding cultural differences 
while working on projects together has 
definitely prepared me for this role.”

2019

EMPLOYMENT

“参与各种项目，与来自不同背景的人
合作交流，理解文化差异，让我为这份
工作做好了充分准备。”
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Notable Companies & Organizations New Work Visa Policy

ACCESS Health International 
Adidas Group 
AIG 
AlphaSights 
AmeriCorps 
Blackrock 
The Boston Consulting Group 
China Construction Bank 
China International Capital Corporation 
China Merchants Bank 
Deloitte 
Duke-NUS Medical School 
EY 
Flexport
GE Capital 
Google 
GroupM China  
Heineken 
IBM 
ICBC 
J.P. Morgan 
KPMG 
L’Oreal 
LVMH 
Morgan Stanley 
NYU Shanghai Interactive Media Arts Lab 
The Peace Corps 
Princeton in Asia 
PwC 
Suparna Airline 
ZhenFund 

Since November 2016, a new Chinese work permit policy has allowed employers in the Shanghai 
Pilot Free Trade Zone and Shanghai Zhangjiang National Innovation Demonstration Zone to hire 
international graduates from Chinese universities (NYU Shanghai alumni qualify) directly out of 
college. As a result, a number of NYU Shanghai’s first international alumni are living and gainfully 
working in Shanghai.

22

2016 11

AmeriCorps 

Flexport
GE

The Peace Corps 
Princeton in Asia 
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“The excitement 
lies in the 
challenge to make 
a difference. 
The future is 
uncertain, but 
it’s important to 
embrace unique 
opportunities 
and challenges 
and set 
expectations for 
oneself.”

Shuang Hu

Home Country: China

Major: Business & Finance

Destination: PricewaterhouseCoopers

Post Graduation Location: Shanghai, China
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“最令人兴奋的是
迎接因想要改变而
带来的各种挑战。
虽然未来难以预
测，但是重要的是
学会拥抱机遇与挑
战，以及树立为之
奋斗的目标。”



“One important skill I learned at 
NYU Shanghai is to set concrete 
plans for achieving my goals 
and to absolutely follow them to 
completion.”
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Kenny Song

Home Country: United States

Major: Computer Science

Destination: Google, Associate Product Manager

Post Graduation Location: California, USA

“我在上海纽约大学学习、打磨的一项
重要技能，就是制定出切实具体的计划，
严格执行每一步，直到最终达成目标。”

Project Loon

Kenny Song graduated from NYU Shanghai with a 
double major in Computer Science and Mathematics—
and a job offer from Google in California.

Kenny began his career as Associate Product Manager 
after a series of internships with the tech giant, first 
as a software developer at Google’s New York office 
during his sophomore year, followed by another 
internship the following year at Google's corporate 
research lab in California where he worked with the 
Project Loon team to deliver internet access to remote 
areas using high altitude LTE-equipped balloons—a 
project he described as so “amazingly cool that only 
Google would be crazy enough to take it on.” 

Back on campus, Kenny’s hands-on experience 
in the tech industry inspired him to introduce the 
“hackathon” concept to NYU Shanghai together with 
a group of like-minded students. He served as the first 
director of HackShanghai in 2014, which hosted a 24-
hour programming and design competition to create 
innovative technological solutions to everyday life 
problems.

A natural leader, Kenny was also elected the first 
student government president of NYU Shanghai 
and worked to forge relationships with his student 
government counterparts in New York and Abu Dhabi.

2014

24
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“No matter 
where I go 
for graduate 
schools or for a 
job, I do want 
to maintain 
a connection 
with my 
experience in 
China, and no 
matter what, 
Chinese will be 
important.”

Cato van Schaik

Home Country: Netherlands

Major: Humanities

Destination: National Taiwan University,

Intensive Chinese and Classical Language

Post Graduation Location: Taiwan, China

For a Dutch teenager, flying across the globe to 
study for an undergraduate degree at a startup 
university in China is a bold step, even for one who 
has lived abroad before. Cato van Schaik, who spent 
two years of high school in Mbabane, Swaziland, 
remembers boarding her flight to China “with a 
suitcase full of junk and a heart full of fear”.  Her spirit 
of adventure was rewarded with the discovery of a 
fascinating new culture and language that has since 
become the focus of her future plans.

During her four years at NYU Shanghai, van Schaik 
developed a passion for the Chinese language that 
continued to grow as she learned more about the 
country's history and culture. Since graduating with 
a degree in Global China Studies, van Schaik has 
continued to improve her Chinese language skills, 
completing an immersion program in Guilin and 
embarking on a one-year intensive language program 
at National Taiwan University.

She is particularly interested in how language can 
offer insights into areas of political culture and 
philosophy, and is working to reach a fluency level 
essential to pursuing advanced Chinese studies.

“In order to get a graduate degree in Chinese history, 
being able to read and find resources in traditional 
Chinese is imperative,” she says. “Whether I decide 
to pursue graduate research or take this experience 
with me in any other field, being fluent in Chinese 
will allow me to serve as a link between a Western or 
European experience and China.”

“无论在哪里
读研或工作，
我都希望延续
自己与中国的
联系，学中文
对我来说至关
重要。”
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GRADUATE SCHOOL & 
CONTINUING EDUCATION



Ann Yang

Home Country: 

United States

Major:

Biology

Destination: 

University of Cambridge, 

Translational Biomedical Research

Post Graduation Location:

Cambridge, United Kingdom

From leading the dance club and bringing the 
International Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) 
competition to NYU Shanghai, to studying biomedical 
engineering in New York and reproductive health in 
Accra, Ann Fan Yang has spent the past four years 
making the most of her NYU Shanghai experience.

It was an incident during a volunteer placement at the 
Indonesian Wakatobi National Park in her sophomore 
year that shifted Ann’s career path from marine biology 
to a pre-med track. “One day while I was working on 
the island, several children hurried me over to help a 
man who’d been stung by a poisonous lionfish. Unable 
to assist, I scrambled to find the local doctor, who knew 
right away how to treat him,” she recalls. “The more time 
I spent observing the clinic at the park, the more I found 
myself looking up to the doctors and midwives working 
there. I still love marine biology, but I knew I wanted to 
have a more direct impact on saving human lives.”

The 21-year-old from Portland, Oregon, is now a step 
closer to that aim, after she was accepted on a master’s 
program in Translational Biomedical Research at the 

University of Cambridge that combines both of her 
passions. 

Marine biology can provide creative medical solutions, 
according to Yang, who took part in a biomaterials lab 
that used coral to 3D print bone tissue. “Biology can 
continue to inspire us by mimicking not just humans but 
also other aspects of nature that do well in the medical 
field.”

Ann carried to NYU Shanghai her passion for bringing 
students together “in the name of fun science,” and got 
NYU Shanghai involved in the global iGEM competition – 
one of her proudest accomplishments.

In addition to her academic pursuits, Ann was president 
of the NYU Shanghai dance club, an experience she 
credits with giving her the confidence to take on more 
leadership roles. “Dance club was probably my first step 
into being comfortable with that idea. At NYU Shanghai, 
interacting with classmates from all over the world, I felt 
their momentum and energy to create was infectious.”

“I love NYU Shanghai’s international 
atmosphere as well as its pioneering 
spirit. Everything you aspire to 
accomplish depends on your drive 
and initiative to work hard for it.”
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“我喜欢上海纽约大学的国际化氛围和
开拓精神。想要完成任何目标，都取决
于你的动力，以及是否主动拼搏去实现
目标。”
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Enrolled in PhD Programs

10
������
Enrolled in Masters Programs

79
Harvard University
University of Cambridge
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Columbia University
Johns Hopkins University
University of Chicago
University of California, San Diego
University of Pennsylvania
Imperial College London
Duke University
London School of Economics
Carnegie Mellon University
Hong Kong University
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
McGill University
Cornell University
New York University
Boston University
University of Edinburgh
University of Melbourne
Warwick University
University of Sydney
University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign
Washington University in St. Louis
Emory University
Paris Dauphine University
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies
Norwegian University of Science and Technology

Notable Graduate Schools
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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

 Masters          PhD

 Masters          PhD

 Masters          

 Masters          

 Masters          

PhD                     Post-Baccalaureate Studies

8 3 

1 

3 

1 1 

1

2

1

1

Masters

CORNELL UNIVERSITY

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY

TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

LONDON SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS & POLITICAL SCIENCE

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

Ts inghua Un ivers ity

34

 Masters            PhD 14

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

3

 Masters          
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IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON

2 



“NYU Shanghai offers so many more 
opportunities for personal growth 
where you can just develop as a 
human being, where you can become 
a more brave and interesting and 
curious individual.”

GLOBAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
& FELLOWSHIPS 

Jacko Walz

Home Country: United States

Major: Business & Finance

Destination: Tsinghua University, 

Schwarzman Scholars

Post Graduation Location: Beijing, China
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“上海纽约大学为学生为个人发展提供
了很多机会，让你迅速成长，成为一个
更勇敢、更有趣、更有好奇心的人。”
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1

Schwarzman Scholars, 4 Finalists

Fulbright Recipient

The Schwarzman Scholars program aims to equip the next generation of global leaders with the tools 
to respond to a quickly evolving geopolitical landscape. This highly selective program allows the best 
and brightest students from all across the world to pursue a one-year Master’s Degree at Tsinghua 
University in Beijing – one of China’s most prestigious universities. During the one-year program, 
students immerse themselves in a diverse community of thinkers, innovators, and senior leaders in 
many areas of business, politics, and society.

1 Princeton in Asia Fellowship

Princeton in Asia (PiA) was founded in 1898 to build bridges between the U.S. and Asia through 
fellowships and internships with host organizations. PiA addresses important global issues at the 
local level, including education, public health, environmental sustainability, access to information/
media, economic development and social justice. PiA fellowships strive to foster person-to-person 
diplomacy, enhance mutual understanding, contribute to communities with unmet needs and provide 
transformative experiences for fellows and host communities.

1

1

2

Critical Language Scholarship Recipient

Rhodes Scholarship Finalist

Gates Cambridge Scholarship Finalists

37 3837

Established by renown American statesman J. William Fulbright in 1946, the Fulbright Program 
facilitates a vision for mutual understanding through a series of highly selective grants and exchange 
opportunities. J. William Fulbright’s political career of over thirty years in the U.S. Congress was 
distinguished by his unequaled contribution to international affairs, and his vision for mutual 
understanding shaped the extraordinary exchange program bearing his name. Since its inception, 
approximately 370,000 "Fulbrighters" have participated in the highly prestigious program.



“The most powerful 
thing you can say 
about yourself is that 
you empower others 
– that wherever you 
go, you are invested 
in your community, 
in your companies, in 
your classrooms, in 
making this world a 
better place. This is the 
most important lesson 
I learned from NYU 
Shanghai.”

Home Country: United States

Major: Social Science

Destination: Tsinghua University, 

Schwarzman Scholars

Post Graduation Location: Beijing, China

Roxanne Roman

“我认为最有意义的事就
是帮助其他人实现他们的
目标。无论你去哪里，做
什么，应该全情投入你所
身处的社区、公司或课堂，
让这个世界变得更好。这
是我在上海纽约大学学到
的最重要一课。”
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