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Members of the Class of 2025:

We are delighted to welcome you to NYU Shanghai’s Graduation Ceremony in honor
and celebration of the over 400 graduates who make up the Class of 2025.

NYU Shanghai began as a bold idea, and we have had the privilege of seeing it develop,
evolve, and grow into the thriving campus it is today. We are proud to witness the
accomplishments and triumphs of this year’s graduates: brilliant and ambitious scholars
who hail from 46 countries around the world.

NYU Shanghai’s illustrious graduates embody our values of integrity, excellence, and
harmony. The members of the Class of 2025 offer distinct perspectives, a curious and
global viewpoint, and a deep respect for humanity.

We would like to extend our gratitude to our students’ guests, the friends and family
members whose support and encouragement have helped propel our graduates
throughout their journeys at NYU Shanghai.

Today the Class of 2025 will join NYU’s unmatched alumni network with nearly
700,000 members worldwide. We look forward to learning about your adventures and
successes in the months and years ahead, and welcoming you all back to NYU Shanghai
often.

Congratulations!
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NYU Shanghai Class of 2025
Led by

Banner Bearer
Chen Dangqing 25

Torch Bearer
Deziree Joy Harmon ’25

NYU Shanghai Faculty Representatives
Led by

Chief Marshals
Sterling Huang, Professor of Accounting
Katie Aafjes-van Doorn, Associate Professor of Psychology

Platform Party

NYU Shanghai Leadership
NYU Leadership

ECNU Leadership
Student Representatives
Distinguished Guests

Welcome
Tong Shijun, Chancellor
Jeffrey Lehman, Vice Chancellor

The National Anthem of the People’s Republic of China
The National Anthem of the United States of America

Pronouncement
Joanna Waley-Cohen, Provost

Greetings
Evan Chesler, Arts 70, Law °75
Chair of NYU Board of Trustees

Student Speakers
Presented by Linda G. Mills, NYU President

Sam Kominowski ’25
Shao Yanrui ’25

NYU Shanghai Chancellor’s Message
Tong Shijun

NYU Shanghai Vice Chancellor’s Message
Jeffrey Lehman

Chancellor’s Medal of Honor
Presented to

Kong Xiangdong
World-Renowned Pianist
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Commencement Address
Kong Xiangdong

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees

David G. Atwill, Dean of Arts and Sciences

Chen Yuxin, Dean of Business

Nasir Memon, Interim Dean of Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering

Conferral of Degrees
Tong Shijun for NYU Shanghai and Linda G. Mills for NYU

Ceremony of the Torch
Deziree Joy Harmon 25
Daniel Arturo Woc Garcia *26

The NYU torch, symbolizing academic purpose and authority, has been
an integral part of the University’s identity since 1911 and a part of its
commencement ceremonies since 1938.

In a commencement tradition inspired by the New York campus where a senior
member of the faculty passes the torch to the youngest undergraduate degree
candidate, a member of NYU Shanghai’s graduating class passes the torch to a
member of the following year.

NYU Shanghai Alma Mater
Performed by NYU Shanghai Octave Fusion
We invite you to sing with us. Lyrics can be found on page 66.

Recessional

LA S 2l
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2026 JE2#4E Daniel Arturo Woe Garcia
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NYU Shanghai Class of 2025 Procession - Arts and Sciences

NYU Shanghai Faculty Representatives and Platform Party Procession -
Arts and Sciences

Welcome
David G. Atwill, Dean of Arts and Sciences

Student Speakers
Presented by David G. Atwill

Elisabeth Cabanas Monfort ’25

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees - Arts and Sciences
Zuo Lala, Associate Professor of Art History

Closing
David G. Atwill

Recessional

SCHETR 2025 JaEAE N
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NYU Shanghai Class of 2025 Procession - Business

NYU Shanghai Class of 2025 Procession - Computer Science, Data Science,
and Engineering

NYU Shanghai Faculty Representatives and Platform Party Procession - Business

NYU Shanghai Faculty Representatives and Platform Party Procession -
Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering

Welcome
Chen Yuxin, Dean of Business
Nasir Memon, Interim Dean of Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering

Student Speaker - Business
Presented by Chen Yuxin

Liu Tanruizhi ’25

Student Speaker - Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering
Presented by Nasir Memon

Xu Zihan 25

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees - Business
Raymond Ro, Associate Professor of Practice in Business

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees - Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering

Xu Lihua, Professor of Practice in Computer Science
Closing

Chen Yuxin

Nasir Memon

Recessional
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The Chancellor's Medal of Honor recognizes inspiring individuals whose actions and achievements
exemplify the values cherished by our uniersity.

Kong Xiangdong
World-Renowned Pianist

A native Shanghainese, Kong began to study the piano at a young age. He enrolled
at the Music Middle School Affiliated to Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1981
and held his debut solo recital in Shanghai at age 18. In 1988, he pursued advanced
studies at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and performed at the Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts in New York City later that year. He has won prestigious
awards in the industry, including
gold medal at the 1988 Gina
Bachauer International Piano
Jompetition, first prize at the
1992 Sydney International Piano
Competition, and bronze medal at
the 1986 International Tchaikovsky
Competition. Kong has performed
in over 40 countries so far and is
one of China’s most influential

pianists.

Kong has bridged nations and
different cultures through music.
He was the first Chinese musician
invited to hold a piano recital at
the Musikverein Golden Hall of
Vienna, as well as the first Chinese

pianist to perform at the Hollywood Bowl. He also performed at the historic Sino-
Korean diplomatic conference in South Korea. Kong is committed to music education
and philanthropy and founded music institutes around China to nurture young
talents. Through benefit concerts and cross-disciplinary collaborations, he's also raised

awareness among the public about autism and Alzheimer’s.

“LEEAHRFRRRERT” BT A ZHBRETTRMNEN, e R
A T AR IR R AE E K ¥R ) AN A

fLFEAR
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LFEARHET L, BYFIWNF ,w&ﬁLALﬁ%%?FW¢ 18 Z N7
FRZE I IR IR R, 1988 47 Eh 35 [E B 8 T 5 IR Be Ak s, R4
10 AEERLIRE LA NIET 2, TLREAR Y HFE 1986 £ESERT ST KL
FRENE LRI, 1988 FRETHY B /REFRATEER, 1992 FBEEFRNE
FEB B REZPERAK, €5, MEERK 40 2 PMERBDILERR, 2F
[ iR R E R RS R —,

FLREARBON T UAE SR A B R ANSE i, U B A OB E4E thah Bt T
RN MBEERIMTEZT AR, RS AR RIS REIAHEZN T ENE
%, CHEHERI2EDPHELE RS, LERKIRSTEREE, BES
HAr T 2REREAENN, DIEFREEE RS, sl Auml, BRe
PRI, NEMERHA, F/REGHFBER AR ARG O REGE,



sxoyeadg juopnig

Sam Kominowski 25

Sam Kominowski, of San Francisco, United States, graduates with a double major in
Business and Finance and Global China Studies. During his time at NYU Shanghai,
he stepped into leadership roles both inside and outside the classroom - organizing food
group orders for hundreds of students during the 2022 Shanghai lockdown, serving as
Chief Marketing Officer of the student newspaper On Magnoha Square, and representing
NYU Shanghai in meetings with the Chinese Ambassador to the United States and
the US-China Education Trust. Having completed his honors senior thesis on RMB
internationalization for Finance and his Global China Studies Capstone on China’s rare
earth element supply chain, he will continue studying US-China relations and finance at
Peking University’s Yenching Academy.

Shao Yanrui °25

Shao Yanrui, of Chengdu, China, graduates with a degree in Interactive Media
Arts. During her time at NYU Shanghai, she explored ways to bridge cultures and
generations. As an Orientation Ambassador, she supported new students in navigating
cultural integration. In the Home Story project, she collaborated with Pulitzer Prize-
winning National Geographic journalist Paul Salopek to preserve the voices of
Chengdu’s teahouse elders through storytelling. Later, at NYU Abu Dhabi, her research
focused on integrating traditional Chinese string instruments with post-computer music
interfaces. These diverse experiences affirmed her belief that interaction is the essential
link between people and the world. After graduation, she will pursue a master’s degree
in design for interaction at the Delft University of Technology in the Netherlands,
continuing her mission to merge technology, narrative, and social impact across cultures.

Sam Kominowski

2025 it

Sam Kominowski (FLE ) , REEEIHE, TEESRY: (FrS5em) S5t
e (LR EE) W&, fiER S fERSEAR], e g s N AMIIEAT T 905 /A
EEEHRSSH A THREAFZENRWE S, BHIEEEFIY On Magnokia Square
NEFETZE, HRRLBALYRENESFREREERERFEAFTHESNS
Wo o B PAN R E PR AT ER AN R 8, ek TR S SR L
FEERNIE S, AN EERPEET R EINE, Seb)E, Manddt st Ko
TPEINE, RS H 36 A FE R R TUsRIE,

S
2025 JisENrE

AT, KBRS, Bl TR EASR CREHERZER) Lk, TERgE,
MR BN TIRR IR G S S B RPRISTAN 77 30 b Eg A RE, HEhHE
AN Z LIRS, ESBMERRETE. (ERMHM) idE& Paul Salopek &
PERY “% - T WEY, W mE T, EEREREE N MAS A
ARG, EHLARAPIARTLELARE, WRRES P EZR S JEHH R SRR R
QTR S, XL IE TN “RERER NS RO N X —E&,
Bebs, A B R R ey == AR KRR B R AR A B T - 22, ARSI
B MESGHRMMERZIL, AR5 S LRI 5.

11



sxoyeadg juopnig Auouraxarn) Surpremy 22139((

12

Elisabeth Cabanas Monfort °25

Elisabeth Cabanas Monfort, of Barcelona, Spain, graduates with honors in Interactive
Media and Business and a minor in Chinese. At 16 years old, without knowing a word of
Chinese, she came to China to train under a prestigious scholarship with the Shanghai
table tennis team. She became a high-performance athlete for Spain’s national team,
pursuing her dream of reaching the Olympic Games. Her journey across four countries
in four years has shaped her into a global citizen, embracing new cultures with an open
mind and a drive to learn from every experience. She believes in the power of technology
to create a better world and reduce global inequalities. After graduation, her mission is to
drive meaningful impact through blockchain, Web3, and emerging technologies.

Liu Tanruizhi 25

Liu Tanruizhi, of Guizhou and Yunnan in Southwest China, graduates with a
major in Business and Marketing and a minor in Social Science. He is passionate
about exploring how business strategy and consumer markets can create social
impact. While at NYU Shanghai, he gained cross-industry business exposure
through internships at companies including Nike, I’Oréal, and Bain. He also
served as a mentor in the Undergraduate Business Association and as a Career
Peer Advisor at the Center for Career Development, guiding fellow students
in their career exploration. While studying away in New York and Abu Dhabi,
he discovered a strong interest in social work and public service, tutoring
underprivileged students and providing training for immigrants and migrant
workers. After graduation, Tanruizhi will join Mastercard as an associate
consultant, where he hopes to continue examining the social impact of business
and culture through the lens of finance, technology, and management consulting.

Elisabeth Cabanas Monfort
2025 Ja A

Elisabeth Cabanas Monfort, >REPEIEFEED AT, DIREME NS L T4
FEAER (REERSHEY) Ll s 16 28, —ahEASH
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Xu Zihan °25

Xu Zihan, of Hefei, China, graduates with a double major in Data Science (Artificial
Intelligence track) and Social Science (Urban Studies track). She is passionate about
community-building and urban equity, having worked with the Dean’s Service Corps
and the Community-Engaged Learning Office to support the education of children
from migrant families and to strengthen the connection between NYU Shanghai and its
surrounding communities. She also played for the women’s soccer team which won the
2025 Sino-Foreign University Cup. She has conducted research across NYU’s campuses
in Abu Dhabi, New York, and Shanghai, exploring sustainable communities and urban
green space accessibility. Her work integrates technology, data, and human-centered
values to address urban challenges. After graduation, she will pursue a master’s degree in
city planning at the University of Pennsylvania to further explore innovative applications
of data in urban policy and spatial planning.

VF 7R
2025 Jai A

VPP, REZBAE, EBBERZSREIERR Bdar?) Ll (NI
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Graduation Attire
The caps, gowns, and hoods worn today by participants in these commencement

exercises are inspired by the attire worn by European teachers and students during
the Middle Ages.

Students who have earned the New York University bachelor’s degree wear a violet
gown with semi-stiff yoke, long pleated front, and intricate shirring across the
shoulders and back. On their heads, they wear the traditional square mortarboard
with violet tassel.

Faculty possessing NYU doctoral degrees wear gowns with broad velvet panels
down the front. This velvet trimming may be either black or the color of the field
of learning represented by the degree.

Much of the color and meaning of the costumes worn by holders of doctoral and
master’s degrees is found in the hoods. These are silk-lined with the color or colors
of the institution that conferred the degree.

NYU Shanghai Torch

The design of the torch used in today’s graduation ceremony draws from Chinese
culture while remaining true to the original NYU torch created by Tiffany and
Co.in 1911.

With its lid and facing handles, the Shanghai torch is designed to recall a
traditional Chinese ‘ding,” a ritual bronze vessel used in ancient China and
symbolic of the country’s rich heritage. The character e (ding) also carries
a second meaning in Chinese and is used to evoke greatness, flourishing, and
reaching a peak.

The NYU Shanghai torch is decorated with the Shanghai campus ‘magnolia’
motif and a geometric Chinese cloud pattern around its rim and base,
representing the heavens and good luck.

NYU Shanghai Banner

The NYU Shanghai banner is carried aloft at the head of the graduate procession
by a student representative. Featuring NYU Shanghai’s ‘magnolia’ motif on a
violet crest surmounted by the university name, the design is in keeping with the
NYU banners carried at graduations in New York and Abu Dhabi, which feature
the respective symbols of each school or campus.

New York University Seal

NYU Shanghai graduates receive New York University diplomas bearing the
university seal. The seal i1s composed of five emblems that embrace the goals
and traditions of NYU. These include the NYU name and founding year; the
motto perstare et praestare, to persevere and excel, which underscores the depiction
of classic runners, and, when combined, represents the continued pursuit of
academic excellence; finally, there is the upheld torch of the Lady of the Harbor,
signifying NYU in service to the “metropolis”—New York City.
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NYU Shanghai has partnered with the Oriental Pearl Tower to light up the iconic
city landmark in violet in honor of the University’s graduating Class of 2025. This

annual tradition since 2017 echoes the tradition in New York of lighting the Empire

Sunysry

State Building in honor of students graduating from NYU’s Washington Square

campus.
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Celebrating with the New Bund

Community

Rooted in Pudong’s vibrant New Bund area, NYU
Shanghai has partnered with the local community
to mark the Class of 2025s graduation with a
series of celebrations. For the first time, the iconic
New Bund Center was lit up in honor of the
graduates, while Qianjiatan Road was transformed
into “Grad Alley”—a festive street fair featuring
local vendors, refreshments, and live student

berformances, echoing NYU’s annual “Grad
> fe

Alley” at Washington Square Park.
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Provost’s Award
Presented by the Provost of NYU Shanghai for outstanding accomplishment in scholarship and service.

Huang Leqian ’25

Dean’s Award in Arts and Sciences
Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Arts and Sciences for excellence in arts and sciences and
noteworthy contributions to the life of the campus.

Wu Shuli 25
Deziree Joy Harmon *25

Dean’s Award in Business
Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Business for excellence in business and noteworthy
contributions to the life of the campus.

Liu Xinyu ’25

Dean’s Award in Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering
Presented by the NYU Shanghai Dean of Computer Science, Data Science, and Engineering for excellence in
computer science, data science, and engineering and noteworthy contributions to the life of the campus.

Yao Yuncheng ’25

In addition to the graduates listed above, NYU Shanghai also celebrated many other
students who emerged as academic leaders and exceptional scholars during their time at
NYU Shanghai at a Senior Awards Ceremony held on May 24, 2025:

Major Honors
Bestowed to students who completed the designated honors sequence in their major and
maintained a requisite grade point average.

NYU Shanghai Excellence Award

Following the practice in Chinese universities, NYU Shanghai awards honors for
academic excellence, known as b2 2] K AT B L4 in Chinese, to the top 20
percent of graduates based on cumulative grade point average through seven semesters
of coursework.

Phi Beta Kappa

As part of New York University, NYU Shanghai’s top students who have demonstrated
breadth and depth in their studies of the liberal arts are considered for membership in
NYU's chapter of The Phi Beta Kappa Society, the oldest academic honor society in the
United States.

Latin Honors

NYU Shanghai students are awarded Latin graduation honors based on cumulative
grade point average through seven semesters of coursework:

Summa cum laude (highest honors) is awarded to the top 5 percent of students.

Magna cum laude (high honors) is awarded to the next 10 percent of students.

Cum laude (honors) 1s awarded to the next 15 percent of students.

New York University Honors

Students earned this award by obtaining a cumulative grade point average through
seven semesters of coursework that places them within the top 40 percent of their
school’s graduating class.

Global Leadership Certificate
Presented by the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs for completing the courses, study
away, language, service work, and reflection paper required for the certificate.
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Welcome, NYU Shanghai Class of 2025!

We are excited for you to join the NYU alumni family—a community of nearly
700,000 graduates living and working around the world. Your NYU experience
does not end when you receive your diploma. We hope you will maintain a lifelong
connection to NYU by staying engaged with your alma mater as you navigate the
adventures that lie ahead.

Please visit alumni.nyu.edu/new-grads to update your contact information so we
can stay in touch. You’ll also have the opportunity to opt in and receive invitations
to networking and social events, and more.

We are proud to have you as the newest members of our distinguished alumni
community who make NYU the vibrant global institution it is today. We wish you

nothing but the best and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Congratulations and welcome to the NYU Alumni Association!

Brian Perillo

Vice President, Alumni Relations

#NYUAlumni | #IoreverViolet

WOLORATT, IR 2025 JEEaLE!

FAVAEH R WD ORI A AL KRR R E, XD KRR ER R G IE 70
HN, AR, SRR KRAETENR S, RIS R SdER
—f, FEARKIBSEM, BURAENEE E, ARERKSERSIRMEME,

IEEE SRR 22 M alumninyu.edu/new-grads, BHRII N AIRR A, SFINUR
RHAR, HS 5B TEE,

1B — e fE IR R, TR Z R SR R AN 4> 7E 675 1 I E FRIE =5 22 0 o
MIRTERL, RIS B BN S 5 EOX MR K E, I AR IR A,
CiSE=

FHRBUBRAT, WOEMMAAL R AR R !

Brian Perillo
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We have come to stand together,
soon we’ll part our separate ways,
but we leave behind a legacy to light another’s way.

We will build on our foundation,
cross the mountains and the seas.
Giving rise to strength in unity for all the world to see,
guing rise to strength in unity for all the world to see.

We are Shanghat, we’re the city of lights.

We are Shanghai, and the future is bright.

We’re chasing horizons, dispel the dark give rise to
brightness and love for all lands.

The world is not too big for us to be friends.

TR B HHPLHE PRE R
SKEHAN AR L & 4T WL AR

AR T ACHE DAEF 9 IRE
BAIR R R W SR T5 ]
BAIRAERF M SR RIT 75

We are Shanghat, we’re the city of lights.

We are Shanghai, and the future is bright.

We’re chasing horizons, dispel the dark give rise to
brightness and love for all lands.

The world is not too big for us to live...

We’ve opened up our minds, we’re reaching for the skies.
We’re united together, we breathe as one.
Bridging our nations, the best is yet to come.

We are Shanghai, we’re the city of lights.

We are Shanghai, and the future is bright.
The future’s in Shanghat, X T A G
We are Shanghaz, N—ub Al EEE

We’re chasing horizons,

dispel the dark give rise to

brightness and love for all lands.

Ifr bt A 7 0 R SR B IR TR F

e IRIA B

The world is not too big,
Jor all of us to sing.

The world is not too big for us
to live with open minds,

to live with open hearts.

We’re reaching for the sky.

We are Shanghai!

A recording of the NYU Shanghai Alma Mater,
performed by the NYU Shanghai Chorale,
can be found here.
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